
Principal Comments
It’s the best professional development I’ve ever had as a 
principal!

Carol Thom, Principal, Stonewall Jackson Middle School, 
Charleston, WV

I used to spend a lot of time on discipline and trying to improve 
parent involvement. Now, we’ve got a single purpose and focus.  
The bottom line is student achievement.  

Mildred Toliver, Principal, S.S. Dillow Elementary School, 
Fort Worth, TX

This is the first year out of my 10-year administrative career that 
I felt as if I was working as an instructional leader and not just as 
a manager.  School Turnaround taught me strategies to put my 
personal focus and the building’s focus on student achievement.  
It’s easy to be a manager and in charge of taking care of the daily 
problems, but it’s very difficult to be an instructional leader.

Diane Hutchins, Principal, Washington Middle School, 
Springfield, IL

It made me more confident and more accountable.  I wasn’t afraid 
to try something new anymore.  It was my best year in the three 
years I’ve been principal…I felt it brought my staff closer together 
and they were working with me. I could tell how much the staff ap-
preciated that I was trying to improve our school but also helping 
them to grow as teachers.

I feel like there’s nothing that I can’t do now!
Rubye Gilbert, Principal, R.E. Kirby Middle School, 

North Forest, TX
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Before
School Turnaround

Grade 4 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

47%

67%

+20%
GAIN

Principal
Ann Davis
Rich Square-Creecy
Elementary School 
Rich Square, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 4 Writing
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

46%

61%

+15%
GAIN

Principal
Barbara Stephenson
Willis Hare Elementary
Pendleton, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 4 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

61%

77%

+16%
GAIN

Principal
Keith Bell
Garysburg Elementary School 
Garysburg, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 7 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

42%

54%

+12%
GAIN

Principal
Martha Paige
Gaston Middle School 
Gaston, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 4 Writing
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

56%

77%

+21%
GAIN

Principal
Mary Harrell-Sessoms
Central Elementary School 
Jackson, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 7 Writing
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

33%

61%

+28%
GAIN

Principal
Violet Hoyle
Conway Middle School 
Conway, NC

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 5 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

17%

41%

+24%
GAIN

Principal
Carissa Lacy
East Elementary
Osceola, AR

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 3 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

54%

67%

+13%
GAIN

Principal
Tiffany Morgan
West Elementary
Osceola, AR

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 5 Reading
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

33%

57%

+24%
GAIN

Principal
Ellouise Tubbs
Osceola Academic Center of 
Excellence Charter School
Osceola, AR

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 3 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

50%

81%

+31%
GAIN

Principal
Dale Castro
Mililani Waena Elementary
Mililani, HI

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 4 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

32%

63%

+31%
GAIN

Principal
Pauline Masaniai
Kahuku Elementary
Kahuku, HI

Before
School Turnaround

Grade 10 Math
% of students meeting standards

After
School Turnaround

18%

35%

+17%
GAIN

Principal
Penelope Tom
Kaimuki High
Honolulu, HI


